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England has in all Ages produced 
Men eminent for Learning; that it 
is juſtly celebrated, as the Nurſery 
of Arts and Sciences; and that amongſt 
theſe, Phyſic is one that has not been the 
leaſt cultivated; for it is to the Know- 
ledge and Experience of the Practitioners 
of this Country, that Phyſic, perhaps, 

is indebted” for her greateſt Luſtre and 
Dignity. d, therefore, pays 

to the Gen- 
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tlemen of this Nation, who have in their 
Works publiſhed fo many Diſcoveries, 
of tuch infinite Uſe in the Cure of Diſ- 
tempers, and the Preſervation of Man- 
kind. 

Vet it cannot be denied that there have 
been, in foreign Countries, conſummate 
Practitioners, who having exercifed their 
Profeſſion, during a great Number of 
Years, and who having had favourable 
Opportunities of employing the happy 
Talents which Providence had beſtowed 
upon them, with a ſound Judgment and 
particular Lights, have, by a long 
Experience, made Diſcoveries, and found 
out Remedies unknown to the preceding 
Ages; whereby the Glory they have ac- 
quired by their Art, is not leſs conſider- 
able, than the infinite Service done to the 
Public by their Studies, and indefiti- 
gable Aſſiduity. 

I think I may be allowed to ſpeak par- 
ticularly on this Subject, as being the Ton 
of a Father ſo much diſtinguiſhed i in Sur- 
gery, by a ſucceſsful Practice of three- 
ſcore Years, which made him worthy of 
the moſt eminent Employments, that a 
Man of his Profeſſion could aſpire to, 
and whoſe Wiitings are tranſlated into 
molt of the Languages of Europe; who 

having 
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having found out the ſalutary Effects that 
Mercury produceth in the 1 Body, 
ſpent three Fourths of his Life in diſco- 
vering the ſafeſt Manner of preparing 
and taking it ſucceſsfully, and without 
the Danger of any Accident, be it ever 
ſo ſmall. 
He was ſo fortunate in his Reſeatetigh 
that he performed with this Mineral a 
vaſt Number of Cures, moſt of them in 
different Diſtempers, which at the 
firſt, even ſurpaſſed his ExpeRtation ; 
and he obſerved, that all theſe good 
Effects could be attained only by crude * 
Mercury, firſt well cleared of all the 
terreſtrial and arſenical Parts where- 
with it is loaded when it comes from the 
Mine, confined by a Curb that hinders it 
from ſubliming, and mixed only with 
gentle and ſuitable Purgatives, without 
any Preparation by Fire, which is always 
very dangerous, as he has judiciouſly re- 
marked in his ſecond Volume of the Hoſ- 
pital Surgeon. | 
lle had the moſt favourable Oppor- 
tunities to try it, having been, for a 
long Time, Surgeon Major of the Hoſ- 
pitals of the French King's Army in Taly, 
and afterwards firſt Surgeon to Madam 


Royal at Turin, during twenty-ſix Years, | 
A.2 | till 01 
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till that Princeſs died; where he per- 
formed, with the Mercury thus prepared, 
ſeveral Cures, which were admired 


by all the Court; and where his Per- 


ſon, and what he did, will not ſooen be 


forgot. 


He was ſufficiently ſatisfied that Mer- 


cury (of which he alone has found the 
true Preparation) is a rare Gift of Pro- 


vidence, capable of obviating ſo many dif- 
ferent Diſtempers; ſince, in the Manner 


he gives it, it has the principal Quali- 
fications required for curing all the Diſ- 
orders occaſioned by the bad Conſtitution 
of the Blood, which are to evacuate ſu- 
perfluous and peccant Humours, to ab- 
ſorb the Sharpneſs of the Blood, and 
Humours, and to diflolve the Thick- 
nels thereof. It tempers, beſides, the Fer- 
ments in the Stomach, when they are in 


a manner vitiated, and puts them again 


in a Condition to make a good and perfect 


Digeſtion, which is the Spring of Life 
1 Health; and, on the contrary, when 
they are vitiated, this is the firſt Cauſe of 
moſt Diſtempers that attack the Human 
Body. 

I effect, when this vital Function 
comes to be diſordered by the Abuſe 
that is too often made of Food, how 
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many. Diſeaſes is it not ſubject to generate? 
What can reſult from the bad Concoc- 
tion of bad Aliments, but a we or viſ- 
cous Chyle, and ſometimes both ? which 
can only produce a Blood of the like Na- 
ware. 

From the Thickneſs of the Blood and 
of the Humours, ariſe a great Number 
of Infirmities; as Obſtructions in the 
Entrails and the Glands, a Slowneſs in 
the Circulation; from thence the Re- 
tardment, and ſometimes an Obſtruction 
of the Secretions, and of the Diſtribu- 
tions of the nutritious and other neceſſary 
Juices, for the Preſervation of the ani- 
mal Oeconomy. 

Their Acrimony is not leſs dangerous, 
as being very often the Occaſion of the 
Diforders above - mentioned, and the 
Cauſe of the Overflowing, and the Thic- 
kening of the Lymoh in the different 
Parts of the Body, the Irritations of the 
Nerves, and the Contractions of the 
Fibres. 

Theſe two Cauſes well conſidered, 
is eaſy to conceive, that from theſe 7 
ceed moſt of the Diforders that afflict the 
Human Body; as Tumours in the Liver, 
overtowing of the Gall on the Surface 
of the Body, or it's Effuſion in the Sto- 
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mach ; Obſtructions of the Glands in 
the Meſentery ; or, in Women's Breaſts, 
Scirrhus or Cancers ; Oppilations, Green- 
ſickneſs, ſtopping of the Courſes, hyſ- 
terical Vapours, Diſorders from Milk 

in Women after Lyings-in, Paios in 
the Head, Swimming in the ſame, Me- 
grims, Scurvy, Fevers, St. Anthony" IJ 
Fire, Surfeits, Conſumption, Oppreſ- 
ſions in the Breaſt, and Shortneſs of 


Breath, Sciatica, Rheumatiſm, the Gout, 
I Griping of the Guts, Nephritic Colic, : 


the Gravel, the Strangury, the Hypo- 


chondriac Diſeaſe or Melancholy; 3 a5 


likewiſe, the King's-Evil. 
All tin at firſt Sight ſeems to 52 a 


Paradox; yet every thing rightly conſi- 


dered, and weighed with Judgment, and 


Without Prejudice, it will plainly be 


Mleats: There periſhes a prdoigious Num- 


found, that one and the ſame Cauſe pro- 
duces many different Effects, if it be ob- 
ſerved, that all theſe Diſtempers are oc- 
caſioned by the Sharpneſs or the Viſcidity 


| - of the Humours, which fix upon diffe- 


rent Parts of the Body, as they find them 
diſpoſed to receive them. . 
Children are particularly very ſub- 
ject to Worms from the ill Uſe they 
are ſuffered to make of Fruit and Sweat- 


ber 


2 
ber of theſe innocent Creatures, by Cau- 
ſes very often unknown, and for want 
of giving thein the proper Remedies to 
deſtroy thoſe dangerous Inſects. 

There are alſo Diſorders which the 
Depravation and Eicentiouſneſs of the 
Age have rendered too common, pro- 
duced- by a Ferment, which is extra- 
neous, ſharp and malignant, and on 


which, tho' there be much to be ſaid, I 1 


chuſe to be ſilent. 
As my Father laboured all his Life 


for the publick Good, in the firſt Volume 
of his Book, intitled, The Hoſpital Sur- 
geon, he has given a ſhort and eaſy Me- 
thod of Curing, in a ſhort Time, all Sorts 
of Wounds : In the ſecond Volume, he 


has mechanically explained the Virtues f 1 


Mercury, and it's Manner of operating on 
the Maſs of Blood in the Human Body. 
Thoſe that ſhall think fit to read it, will 
find an Account of Diſtempers of each 
Species that he cured with this Remedy. 
The Learned and the Curious may have 
Recourſe to it; my Intention here being 
only to give an Idea or general Notion 
of the Effect which this Remedy pro- 
duces, to thoſe that are not provided 
with that Book, or who will not give 
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| - themſelves the Trouble of reading an en- 
tire Volume. 

This Remedy ought not to be conſi- 
dered ſeparately, as a ſingle Purgative, 
| ſoft and gentle, nor fingly, as a Mineral 
Liquid, extremely penetrating; but as 
a ſpecific Remedy compounded of both, 
in a Manner which renders it almoſt 
univerſal, fince it perfectly tempers the bad 
Quality of the Blood, and of the Lymph, 
and evacuates without Trouble or 
Fatigue, the ſuperfluous and peccant Hu- 
mours by the uſual Ways of Nature. 

It is certain that the Roundneſs of Mer- 
cury, and it's Activity, are the two main 
Qualities that we are to conſider in the 
Effect which it produces on the Maſs of 
Humours, ſince it's Weight is only of 
Conſequence, when the Particles are united 
in a certain large Volume, as it is given in 
the Twilting of the Guts. 

When it comes then to diſſolve in the 
Stomach, the moſt volatile Part of Mer- 
cury that ſeparates by Means of the Fer- 
ments and the Heat of the Stomach, ſlip 
with the Chyle, inro the lacteal Veins,and 
are carried together, and by the ſame Way, 
into the Maſs of the Blood; there, by it's 
Roundneſs, and it's natural Motion, which 
Fa augmented by the Vibration of the Ar- 
| terics, 
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teries, it circulates in the Bloqd and lym- 
phatic Veſſels; and dividing itſelf, as we 
conceive, into infinite ſmall Parts, it runs 
through all the capillary Veſſels: If it 
meets in it's Way any Obſtacle in the 
Glands or Entrails, it ſtrikes and beats 
againſt it, looſens Part of it, until at 

laſt, by often repeating the ſame Action, 
it makes itſelf a free Paſſage, ang thereby 
procures to the Humours a clear Way, 
which, to them, for a long Time was 
become impracticable: By it's continual 
and ſucceſſive Rubbing, it blunts the 
Points and Edges of the Acids that it 
meets with, it waſtes and divides them, 
it drags and hurries them out of the Body, 
partly by Perſpiration, by Urine, and 
by Stool, by Aiſfiſtance of proper Pur- 
gatives, fit to diſſolve and evacuate 
the ſlimy and ropy Matter, and all ex- 
traneous Bodies, out of the Stomach and 
Inteſlines, apt to breed various Diſtem- 
pers, which, though ſlight and infigni- 
ficant in their Beginning, are ſometimes 
of very dangerous Conſequerce. | 

Thus it is that I have often ſeen Per- 
ſons cured who were afflicted with in- 
veterate Obſtructions in the Bowels of 
the lower gelty, and in the Meſenteric 
Glands, | which were become ſcirrhous, 
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and which permitted a Paſſage only to 
Part of the Chyle, that which was the 
moſt watery and leſs nouriſhing ; and 
the Blood not receiving ſufficient Repa- 
ration, in proportion to the Loſſes it ſuſ- 


tains by Perſpiration, the Urine, and 
other Evacuations, there had enſued a 


total Leanneſs in the Body, which evi- 
dently tended to a Conſumption. 

It is after the ſame manner of operating 
that this Medicine has often cured old 
Ulcers, Tetters over all the Body, hyſte- 
rical Convulſions with ſeventeen Relap- 
ſes in a Day, old Stoppages of the Cour- 


ſes, Diſorders from Milk after Delivery, 


which had obligea the Woman to keep 
her Bed for Eight Years ; Looſeneſs and 
Diſenteries, Griping cf the Guts, Ne- 
phretic Colics with Loſs of Blood by 
Urine, Hypochondriac Diſeaſes of three 
Years ſtanding, Gouts, Rheumatiſms all 
over the Body, and venereal Diſtempers 
ſo old and obſtinate, as to have reſiſted 
all the other uſual Remedies: Theſe are 


Cures publickly known, which have been 


performed in France by the Help of my 


Pills, even with the Knowledge of the 


Phyficians of the Court. 

It 1s to be obſerved, that when theſe 
Sorts of * are recent, they are 
cured 
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cured with an admirable Quickneſs and 
Facility; but when they are of an old 
Date, and inveterate, one muſt not flat- 
ter one's ſelf; they cannot be cured but 
by a long Courſe of Phyſic, more or leſs 
according to the Age and Conſtitution of 
the Patient, who, rather than diſcontinue, 
ought to go on with à very moderate 
Doſe, which purging him only three 
Times, or thereabouts, may not give him 
any Trouble, or diſcourage him; and 
the Diſtemper, at laſt, will be con- 
quered : For it is ridiculous and abſurd, 
to imagine, that one Doſe or two of any 
Phyſic whatſoever, will cure a Chronical 
I. 5 
How can one expect to render, in a 
ſhort Time, fluid, a thick and viſcous 
Blood, to diſſipate old Tumours, to melt 
down inveterate Obſtructions, to render 
balſamic ſharp Humours, to reſtore the 
animal Secretions, to impart to the Fibres 
their natural Springineſs; in ſhort, to 
reſtore all the Parts of the Body to a per- 
fect State of Health? This can only be 
performed by a good Diſſolvent and Ab- 
ſorbent, taken in a ſuitable Doſe, during 
a ſufficient Time, to fulfil theſe Indi- 
cations. 0 1 my 
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It only belongs to 2yacks to promiſe 
very ſpeedy Cures ; and therefore the 
Succeſs ſeldom or never anſwers ; that is 
the right Name and Character of thoſe 
Impoſtors, who, by dint of Untruths, 
acquire Riches, deceiving the eaſy Cre- 
dulity of ignorant People, ſo far as to 
falſify good Remedies, and to ſell them 
under the Name of the true Author: 8 
that one cannot take Precaution enough 
in making Uſe of Remedies, and eſpeci- 
ally ſpecific ones; one ought to get them 
"xs the Author himſelf, or from Per- 
ſons of Probity, who correſpond. with 
him. 

Thoſe that-make Uſe of this Reme- 
dy, will find by Experience, that inſen- 
ſibly it expels out of the Body all that is 
foul, malignant, and extraneous, and that 
it averts th e Infirmities of Old Age. 

It was by this Means that my Father 
lived above eighty Years, A: feeling 
thoſe Ailments to which moſt are ſubject 
at that Age : But at laſt being dead, if 
he could not leave me his Learning, and 
his happy Talents, he has made me the 
Heir of his Secret, of his Honeſty, and 
of his unalterable Uprightneſs, as well 
as of an invincible Hatred for F raud and 
Falſhood, | | 
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Dixrcrioxs for the Uſe of theſsPILLS. 


HE general Doſe 3 is one pil, 
but this is not a univerſal Rule; 
for it muſt be varied, and 
| adapted to particular Ages and 
Conſtitutions, according to the Operation 
of the firſt Doſe : Thus if it purges four or 
five Times, it is ſufficient ; but if it ope- 
rates eight or ten Times, the next Doſe 


muſt be diminiſhed one Fourth, one 
Third, or even one Half; but if the Firſt 


purges only two or three Times, and but 
little in Quantity, the next muft be aug- 


mented in Proportion. It is not, how- 
ever, amiſs, if it operates pretty much i in 
robuſt Conſtitutions, and groſs Habits ; 
for then the greater the Evacuation, the 
more ſenfibly the Patient perceives his 
Diſorder to decreaſe, and his Strength ta 
return: But as it happens ! in ſome Con- 
ſtitutions, not eaſily acted upon by Ca- 
thartics, that a Doſe and a half purges but 
little, in ſuch Caſes a purging Clyſter 
ſhou! id be adminiſtered on the Day the 


ſecond Doſe is taken, or the Day after; 
for this dilutes the viſcid and tenacious 


Humours, relaxes the F ibres of the In- 
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teſtines, and evacuates what has been put 
in Motion by the Pills; and this it would 
be proper occaſionally to repeat. 

In Caſe of exceſſive Cholic, or the 
Iliac Paſſion, attended with obſtinate Coſ- 
tiveneſs, a double or even triple Doſe is to 
be taken; but if the Inteſtine is fallen 
down into the Scrotum, it muſt be re- 
duced before the Pills are exhibited. 

This Remedy is excellent in Gouty 
Caſes; for if the Diſorder is recent, it 
not only cures the preſent Fit, but ef. 
fectually prevents a Return; but if in- 
veterate, all that can be expected from 
this, or any other Medicine, is, that it 
ſhould protract the Iutervals betwixt the 
Fits, render each Fit ſhorter, and dimi- 
niſh the Pain. 
It is fo innocent and ſafe in it's Opera- 
tion, that it may be given with very good 


Effect to Women after lying in, and to 
Nurſes, in a moderate Doſe; and in the 


Laſt it remarkably cool: and increaſes the 


Milk, 
Thoſe who take Purges by wa y of Pre- 


caution, will be perfectly ſatisfied with 
this Medicine for it evacuates the Hu- 
mours without Gripes, Pain, or Diſtur- 
bance ; creates an Appetite, and procures 


fleep. 
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As a Proof that this is a ſafe Medicing: 
and attended with no violent -Operation, 
it muſt be obſerved, that it has frequently 
cured Children under a Year old, of Fe- 
vers excited by Crudities from bad Food, 
and of Convulſions from Worms; in 
which laſt Caſe it is particularly excellent, 
but on theſes Occaſions it muſt be given 
in {mall Doſes, proportioned to their ten- 
der Age. One large Pill, therefore, muſt 
be divided into ſmall Lumps or Grains, 
and taken in Wafer Papers, roaſted Ap- 
ples, Sweetmeats,' or the like. But great 
Care muſt be taken not to ſuffer them to 
be diſſolved, except in the Stomach only, 
The general Rule 1s, to exhibit one 
Pill every other Night, two or three 
Hours after a very light Supper, taking 
after it ſome Mutton Broth, Water Gruel, 


or Tea, as hot as it can be dran.. he | 


next Morning, the Operation ſhould be 
promoted by copious Draughts of the 
lame Liquors, taken in like Manner very 
hot; but it is better to take a Pill every 
other Morning faſting, with the ſame 
Precautions. 

It is not neceſſary to keep the Bed or 
the Chamber, or to be confined toa very 
ſtrict Regimen : It is ſufficient, in ge- 
neral, to avoid taking Cold, and to ab- 

ſtain 
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ſtain as Acids, unripe Fruits, MIt 
and Aliments prepared of it, Pork and 


ſalt Meats. 
Theſe Pills are ſold by a Relation of 


Dr. Bellefte, and by his particular Appoint- 
ment, at the Blue Flower Pot in road- 


feet, near Golden-Square, Theſe ge- 


nuine Pills are likewiſe ſold, for the Ac- 
count of the ſaid Relation, by Mrs. Ste- 
phens, a Milliner, at the Blue Ball, be- 
tween the Temple- Gates in Fleet. ſtreet ; : 
and by Mrs. Clocker, at the Blue Flower 


= Pot, in Little- Bell- Alley, Coleman: ſtreet, 


at Twenty Shillings the Box, containing 
eight Doſes, or Ten Shillings the Half 
Box, with theſe Directions, and at no 
other Place i in 1 1 or Ireland.” 
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